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WHO'S INFLATING YOUR ELECTRIC BILL!
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What's really behind your soaring
utility bills

by Nick Bowlin
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Stranded Costs Gets Big Play in WI

» What if Tech Companies’ Business Plans Pivot (Again)

» What if More Efficient Chips Decrease Cooling
and Power Needs for Data Centers?




PowerlLines

PowerlLines aims to modernize the utility
regulatory system for American energy consumers
to lower utility bills and grow the economy.
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When | say Georgia Public,
you say Service Commission.
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“A New Politics of Electricity”



July 2025

US utilities plot big rise in electricity rates as

data centre demand booms

Customers face higher bills to upgrade infrastructure needed to power Al systems

Consumer advocates say the price increases are a negative signal in the emerging debate over who bears the cost
of US dominance in Al © Carlos Barria/Rueters

Martha Muir in New York

Published JUL 10 2025
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Utilities have sought regulatory approval for $29bn in rate increases in the first
half of 2025, a 142 per cent increase over the same period a year ago, according

to a new report by PowerLines, an energy affordability advocacy group.

These increases highlight the question of whether surging electricity costs will
be shared among all consumers, or charged directly to the large industrial
users driving the new demand. Power consumption is expected to more than
double in the next decade because of energy-intensive Al, according to
BloombergNEF.

“What we're.. . . seeing is a deer-in-headlights dynamic,” said PowerLines
executive director Charles Hua. “A lot of states don’t have a playbook for how
they can meet rising [data centre] demand while balancing affordability and
utility bills.”
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Why Your Energy Bill Is
So High

CLIMATE = ENERGY Q

( by Rebecca Schneid
REPORTER

POWERLINES

More than 60% of Americans said in April that their electricity and/or gas bill had increased
compared to a year ago, and nearly three-quarters are concerned that the bills will increase this
year, according to a poll marketing and research specialist Ipsos conducted with Powerlines, a
nonprofit working to reduce electricity prices. Just 3% said their bill had decreased.

The increases appear to have only continued in the months since then, hitting Americans across
the country—but especially in the Western U.S. PowerLines found in a new report that U.S. electric
companies have asked for $29 billion in rate increases so far this year, more than double their
requests for the first half of 2024. It notes that Western utilities are “particularly” impacted, having
asked for more than $4 billion in raised rates.

“Improvements to aging infrastructure are cited as a major driver of the increases in the region,”
PowerlLines says, pointing to upgrades made in response to the increase in extreme weather and
climate emergencies over the past few years that it notes has “burdened” the electric grid. Many
businesses and energy industry leaders are now looking to find ways to make the U.S. power grid
more sustainable for 21st century power usage.
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MORNINGS 2025 ELECTRIC RATE INCREASE REQUESTS DOUBLE 2024

Why your energy bill is suddenly so much
more expensive

And why it's not getting cheaper any time soon.

Lry Umadr Irfain
Jull 34, POS, 00 AMEDT
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US power bills to jump

leah Miilis/Tile Photo

US consumers should brace for higher power prices this year, as
electric utilitics point to data centers as a justification to significantly
hike their rates. Utilitics nationwide have asked regulators to approve
$29 billion in higher rates so far this year, 142% more than the same
period last year, a report by the advocacy group PowerLines found.

Just about everything costs more these days, but electricity prices are

especially concerning because they're an input for so much of the economy
— powering factories, data centers, and a growing fleet of electric vehicles.

It's not just the big industries; we all feel the pinch firsthand when we pay
our utility bills. According to PowerLines, a nonprofit working to reduce

electricity prices, about 80 million Americans have to sacrifice other basic

expenses like food or medicine to afford to keep the lights on. And it's
about to get even worse: Utilities in markets across the country have asked

regulators for almost $2g billion in electricity rate increases for

consumers for the first half of the year,
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Electricity companies plot massive
142% bill hike despite increasing risk of
blackouts
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Electricity prices are soaring. What's going on?

Adigon Brody
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Powerlines founder discusses the rise of ener
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BARRON'S

Stock Picks  Market Data  Watchlist  Magazine  Advisor Center Markets  Economy

US politics & policy ( + AddtomyFT ENERGY
Surging US power costs defy Donald Trump’s Electricity Prices Are Surging. How
pledge to halve bills the Political Fallout Could Hit
Electricity price inflation sparks political debate ahead of elections CompanieS, TOO-
1 ) By Avi Salzman (Follow )

Aug 25, 2025, 1:00 am EDT

“This is going to become one of the defining political issues of our time,” said
Charles Hua, executive director of PowerLines, an energy affordability
advocacy group.

“Electricity prices are some of the fastest-growing price increases among the

New Jersey dairy operator Eran Wajswol has faced a 19% increase in power costs in the past two months,
prompting him to consider relocating to Pennsylvania © Pascal Perich/FT

basket of goods. That makes for a political storm.”
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FORTUNE

ENERGY * POWER

Your electric bill has replaced the
price at the pump as the hot-
button, political bellwether

By Jordan Blum I:]
i. Editor, Energy

Movember 14, 2025, 4:00 AM ET

POWERLINES

“It’s become very clear that we're entering a new era of politics in America, which is a new politics of
electricity,” Charles Hua, executive director of the nonprofit PowerLines, told Fortune. “This is a new
political force that is here to stay, and all politicians and policymakers will need to have a response
for how they're going to lower utility bills.”

Electricity and natural gas for heating and cooking are now the leading pressures on inflation in
2025, even exceeding food and grocery costs, according to the latest Consumer Price Index data.

Residential electricity prices have skyrocketed almost 30% since 2021. As of the end of August,

electricity costs are up more than 6% in 2025 from the prior year, while piped natural gas costs

jumped close to 13%, according to the US. Department of Energy.

“The pace at which utility bills have risen is really quite staggering,” Hua said. “People really feel
powerless because they feel like they have no choice but to pay. We're seeing a breaking point where
people are so frustrated and confused as to why their bills are going up that they feel they have no
choice but to make their voices heard.”
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Pirro Dam Is Reinforced as River Runs High in Michigan
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Angered by High Power Bil
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Power Bills Are Squeezing Georgians.
Voters Could Do Something About It.

A special primary election this week for seats on the state’s utility
board will be a rare referendum on residential electric bills, at a
time when they have risen sharply across the country.
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With Andrew Ross Sorkin

“Electricity is the new price of eggs,” said Charles Hua, executive
director of Powerlines, a nonpartisan organization which aims to

December 1, 2025

“Electricity is the new price of modernize utility regulations and reduce power bills. “This is a
eggs.” defining moment for politicians of all stripes — what’s your answer
— Charles Hua, the executive director of PowerLines, a to lowering utility bills? Because I think consumers and voters are

nonpartisan group that aims to modernize utility

looking for leadership on this.”

regulations and reduce power costs, on growing voter
anger over rising utility bills partly caused by the

construction of electricity-hungry data centers. In
recent months, opposition from citizens has forced the
Tueson City Council to pull the plug on an Ameazon
data center in Arizona, and Google to call off the
construction of another in Indianapolis.
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Q Che New HJork Times

‘The New Price of Eggs.” The Political
Shocks of Data Centers and Electric:Bills ¥

Democrats Zeroed in on utilitiés and affordability to win

Republican support in upset elections in Georgia and Virginia.
* _Gan the same playbook work in 20267
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UTILITY BILLS
ARE RISING _a

POWERLINES

@1 2026
ay 2026 UTILITY SPENDING IS RISING

A Review of Utility Capital Expenditure Plans

APRIL 2026
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Electricity prices have risen ~40% since 2021, outpacing inflation.

Residential Retail Price of Electricity ($/kWh)

(Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration)
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Rising utility bills are among the fastest drivers of inflation.

10
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Comparison of Increases in Monthly Bills between December 2024 and December 2025
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Utilities requested a record $31 billion in rate increases in 2025.

. $30.5 Billion
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Utilities are planning to spend $1.4 trillion in capital expenditures by 2030.
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Contact: charles@powerlines.org
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Now That We Have Your Attention ...

Themes, Needs and Topics to Highlight

v Funding for State Utility Consumer Advocate Offices

v Funding for Intervenor Compensation Program @ FERC

v’ Consumer Advocate Offices at ISOs beyond PJM

v Tying ROE and Equity Ratio to Performance (Reliabilty/Affordability/Ability to Pay
v'PSC Consideration of Affordability language in state statute (ME, CT, etc.)

v’ Integrated Resource Planning in More States, Plus IDP and PBR

v’ Strengthened “Used and Useful, competitive procurement, affordability/
accountability language in statute

v'Focus Attention on How Monopoly Utilities Make Money



Tools for Working with Media

* Be Available and Responsive

* Be Proactive - Suggest story topics (repeat as needed)

* Use Plain Language — Limit Jargon/Acronyms -Help Dewonkify
* Tip Sheets for ‘Frequent Flyers’ on What’s Coming Up

* Rate Case Key Issues Primer / PSC - Utility Regulation 101

* Participate in Training Opportunities

* Affordability Town Halls Around the State

* Op-Ed Columns, Radio Interviews, Podcasts
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ﬁz) Michigan Department of Attorney General

Special Litigation Division

@ > About > Bureaus & Divisions > Special Litigation Division

The Special Litigation Division acts as the utility consumer advocate for the
People of the State of Michigan and handles specific assignments from the
Attorney General on related issues. The division participates in utility rate
proceedings before the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) and in
proceedings before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the North
American Electric Reliability Corporation, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, and the PIJM ISO/RTO. The
work before the MPSC involves issues ranging from fighting rate increases to
helping shape the state’s and the nation’s energy grid to be more sustainable
and reliable.

| Contact the Special Litigation Division

Contact: Michael Moody:
moodym2@michigan.gov


mailto:moodym2@michigan.gov

cw Your Independent
Consumer Voice .
CITIZENS =

UTILITY BOARD

Advocating for fairness &
an affordable energy future

Contact: Tom Content, content@cubwi.org
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