
Wonky Regulatory 
World Hits Page 
One

• NASUCA Summer Meeting

• Minneapolis, Minn.

• Monday, July 20, 2026







Stranded Costs Gets Big Play in WI

➢ What if the AI Bubble Bursts?

➢ What if Tech Companies’ Business Plans Pivot (Again)

➢ What if More Efficient Chips Decrease Cooling
               and Power Needs for Data Centers? 



PowerLines
PowerLines aims to modernize the utility 
regulatory system for American energy consumers 
to lower utility bills and grow the economy.
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“A New Politics of Electricity”
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July 2025
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August 2025
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September 2025
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November 2025
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December 2025
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Electricity prices have risen ~40% since 2021, outpacing inflation.
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Rising utility bills are among the fastest drivers of inflation.
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Utilities requested a record $31 billion in rate increases in 2025.

Source: S&P Global, PowerLines
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Utilities are planning to spend $1.4 trillion in capital expenditures by 2030.

Source: Edison Electric Institute, PowerLines
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Contact: charles@powerlines.org
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Now That We Have Your Attention …
Themes, Needs and Topics to Highlight

✓ Funding for State Utility Consumer Advocate Offices

✓ Funding for Intervenor Compensation Program @ FERC

✓ Consumer Advocate Offices at ISOs beyond PJM

✓ Tying ROE and Equity Ratio to Performance (Reliabilty/Affordability/Ability to Pay

✓PSC Consideration of Affordability language in state statute (ME, CT, etc.)

✓ Integrated Resource Planning in More States, Plus IDP and PBR

✓ Strengthened “Used and Useful, competitive procurement, affordability/ 
accountability language in statute

✓Focus Attention on How Monopoly Utilities Make Money



Tools for Working with Media

• Be Available and Responsive
• Be Proactive - Suggest story topics (repeat as needed)
• Use Plain Language – Limit Jargon/Acronyms -Help Dewonkify
• Tip Sheets for ‘Frequent Flyers’ on What’s Coming Up
• Rate Case Key Issues Primer / PSC – Utility Regulation 101
• Participate in Training Opportunities
• Affordability Town Halls Around the State
• Op-Ed Columns, Radio Interviews, Podcasts



Contact: Michael Moody:
moodym2@michigan.gov

mailto:moodym2@michigan.gov


Contact: Tom Content, content@cubwi.org
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