2008 NASUCA ANNUAL MEETING
Sheraton 

November 16th-19th

New Orleans, Louisiana


Sunday, November 16, 2008

Sheraton -Bayside Room ABC- 4th Floor
1:00-5:00 p.m. 
Registration

2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Issue Roundtable

4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Roll Call of the States

5:30-7:00 p.m.

Wine and Cheese Reception with Commissioners (members only)



Grand Chenier Room-5th Floor
Monday, November 17, 2008


Sheraton -Bayside Room ABC- 4th Floor
8:00-5:00 p.m.

Registration

8:00-10:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast

8:30-10:00 a.m.
Business Meeting (members only)

Presidents Report


Executive Director’s Report

Election of Officers


Presentation of Budget


Presentation of Resolutions

10:00-11:00 a.m.
Discussion of Universal Service Issues (members only)
11:00-12:00 p.m.
“Will Gas Customers Have Similar Costs and Benefits Through 



Smart Meters as Electric Customers?”








The panel will discuss the various issues involved in the costs and 



benefits associated with the installation of smart meters for gas 



companies in comparison to the installation of smart meters for 



electric companies.



Moderator: Joseph Rogers, Assistant Attorney General, 




Massachusetts Attorney General Office of Ratepayer 




Advocacy, Boston, MA








Panelists:




Nancy Brockway, NBrockway & Assoc., Boston, MA



Frank Radigan, Principal, Hudson River Energy Group, Albany, 



NY



Barbara Alexander, Consumer Affairs Consultant, Winthrop, ME
12:00-1:30 p.m.
Lunch

1:30-2:30 p.m.
“RTO Energy and Capacity Markets – What Is the Value for Consumers?”



The extent to which RTOs are providing value to consumers has been a hot topic lately.  RTOs have developed unprecedented energy and capacity markets, while end-users are asking about value and whether the clear costs of RTOs exceed benefits that are often hard to quantify.  This panel is comprised of representatives of RTOs, public power, and industrial customers.


Moderator: A. David Stippler, Indiana Utility Consumer Counselor, Office of Utility Consumer Counselor, Carmel, IN

Panelists:
John Bear, President and Chief Operating Officer, Midwest ISO, Carmel, IN
Susan N. Kelly, Vice President of Policy Analysis and General Counsel, American Public Power Association, Washington, DC
Andy Ott, Senior Vice President of Markets, PJM Interconnection, Norristown, PA



Paul Williams, President, Liberty Energy Group, Philadelphia, PA
2:30-3:45 p.m.

“Tech/Reg 101: The Basics of the Old and New 





Telecommunications Technologies”



A lot of fancy new stuff; a lot of still-used old stuff.  What are the 



technologies involved, and what are the regulatory implications of 



this mix?




Moderator: Laurence Daniels, Assistant People’s Counsel, 



Office of the People’s Counsel, Washington, DC



Panelists:




Trevor Roycroft, President, Roycroft Consulting, Brewster, 



MA



Bob Loube, Vice President, Rolka Loube Saltzer 





Associates, Silver Spring, MD



Virgil J. Young Jr., Senior Telecommunications Analyst, Public 



Service Commission of the District of Columbia, Office of Technical 


and Regulatory Analysis, Washington, DC
3:45-4:00 p.m.

Break

4:00-5:00 p.m.

“Outsourcing of Gas Procurement and Related Functions”



The panel will discuss the issues regulators and consumer 




advocates may consider as the gas procurement function is 




outsourced by utilities.







Moderator: Michael Chrysler, Regulatory Analyst, Tennessee 



Office of Attorney General, Consumer Advocate & Protection 



Division, Nashville, TN




Panelists:



Ken Costello, Director Natural Gas Research and Policy, 




National Regulatory Research Institute, Santa Fe, NM



Ken Zimmerman, Senior Utility Analyst, Oregon Public Utility 



Commission, Electric and Natural Gas Division, Natural Gas 



Rates and Planning, Salem, OR
5:00-6:00 p.m.

“Impact of Decoupling and Incentive Plans on Cost of Capital”



Most of the incentive plans allow the companies to adjust their 



revenue without a rate case when it falls outside the predetermined 



band.  Basically, this guarantees the revenue for the companies and 


further reducing the financial risk.  This panel will discuss the 



impact of reduced financial risk and decoupling on the cost of 



capital



Moderator: Naunihal “Nick” Singh Gumer, Rate Case MGR, 



DC-OPC, Washington, DC




Panelists: 




Edward J. Tirello Jr., Managing Director/Senior Power 




Strategist, Berenson & Company, NYC, NY




Frederick Weston, Director, Regulatory Assistance 




Project, Montpelier, VT



James Rothschild, Rothschild Financial Consulting, Wilton, CT
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Dinner Event-The New Orleans School of Cooking





Sponsored by our friends at Synapse





524 St. Louis Street
Tuesday, November 18, 2008
Sheraton -Bayside Room ABC- 4th Floor

8:00-5:00 p.m.

Registration

8:00-10:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast

8:30-11:00 a.m.
Business Meeting (members only)

Vote on Budget


Vote on Resolutions


Finish Roll Call of the States

11:00-12:00 p.m.
“Rising Energy Costs: Alleviating Hardship for Low Income 



Consumers”



Home heating bills are projected to hit historic highs this winter. 



Regulators need to address the strains which such bills will place 



on traditional customer service processes.  This session will 



identify the expected strains on the system and explore 




mechanisms to address those strains in both the short- and




long-term.




Speaker: Roger D. Colton, Fisher, Sheehan & Colton, 




Belmont, MA
12:00-2:00 p.m.
Lunch (Heads of Office)-Bourbon House






    144 Bourbon Street
2:00-2:30 p.m.

"Economics of Electric Sector CO2 Emissions Reduction: 



Making Climate Change Policy that People Can Live With." 




The United States, and its electric power sector, can and will make 



large reductions to carbon dioxide emissions in the coming 




decades.  The cost to electricity consumers depends greatly on 



factors including each system's resource mix, whether the electric 



generating capacity regulated or not, and myriad "details" of the 



climate policy design.  A example based on the PJM system 



illustrates how emission reductions with an actual cost of about 



$300 million could end up costing consumers between ten and 



thirty times that amount in the deregulated electricity markets, 



depending upon whether the allowances are auctioned or allocated. 


Advocates should actively engage in climate policy development 



in order to make sure that carbon emission reductions are realized 



in a manner that does not unduly burden consumers.




Speaker: Bruce Biewald, President, Synapse Energy Economics, 



Cambridge, MA

2:30-3:30 p.m.

“Deregulation and Price Increases: The Hallmarks of a




Competitive Market?”




The Telecom Act promised competition, lower prices and better 



service.  Lower prices and better service seem decidedly absent.  



This session will present a NASUCA survey on deregulation and 



price increases, and will explore the economic and regulatory 



consequences of these increases.




Moderator and Presenter of NASUCA Survey: Denise Mann, 



Program Manager, California Public Utilities Commission, 




Division of Ratepayer Advocates, San Francisco, CA



Panelists:




Susan Baldwin, Independent Consultant, Newburyport, MA



Eric K. Ralph, EKonomics LLC, Baltimore, MD



David Brevitz, Independent Consultant, Brevitz Consulting 



Services, Topeka, KS
3:30-3:45 p.m.

Break

3:45-4:30 p.m. 
“What’s Up With AT&T”



Moderator: Charles A. Acquard, Executive Director, NASUCA, 



Silver Spring, MD




Panelists:



Mike Pfau, Assistant Vice President Public Policy, AT&T Inc., 



Atlanta, GA
4:30-5:15 p.m.

“Consumer Benefits of a National 20% Wind Scenario”



A recent U.S. Department of Energy study details the technical and 


economic potential for the U.S. to receive fully 20% of its electric 



supply from wind energy.   The presentation will provide a 




summary of the key findings of the report with a focus on the total 



consumer impacts on electric and natural gas markets.




Moderator: Charles A. Acquard, Executive Director, NASUCA, 



Silver Spring, MD



Speaker:



Steve Gaw, American Wind Energy Association, Chicago, IL
5:15-5:45 p.m.

“Crisis In The Capital Markets: Is There A Path To Lower The 



Cost To Consumers”
The current crisis in the capital markets has dramatically increased 
the cost of credit for utilities and ultimately for consumers.  Public 
Utilities will be financing over $50 billion for new power plants, 
environmental control systems and other infrastructure 
improvements over the next decade.  It may be possible to mitigate 
the impact on consumers of the crisis and the need for 
infrastructure financing by using a financing technique known as 
securitization.  To fully meet their fiduciary duty to protect 
ratepayer interests, state consumer advocates might consider 
supporting or proposing the use of financing options which can 
materially reduce the cost of capital for major rate base additions.  
This would require consumer advocates to be more proactive 
earlier in the financing process, and to come armed with specific 
proposals.  This panel will discuss the credit crisis and one tested 
proposal to protect ratepayers.
Moderator: Joseph S. Fichera, Senior Managing Director  & CEO, Saber Partners, LLC, New York, NY
                                    Panelists: 

                                    Billy Jack Gregg, Attorney/Consultant, Charleston, WV
Wednesday, November 19, 2008
Sheraton-Ballroom C-5th Floor
10:30-12:00p.m.
Closing General Session with NARUC




 


State commissioners are in the business of making the right 



decisions about the future. One of the most important decisions 



will be how State regulators respond to potential new climate 



policies. Any new environmental regulations will present us with 



numerous policy options, but only the right choices will give 



ratepayers affordable and reliable energy supply. This session will 



explore some of these policy options and how to set the right path 



for the consumer in a carbon-constrained world. Panelists will also 



debate tradeoffs and the options States should pursue. This will be 



an interactive, spirited discussion with all options on the table, 



from conservation to adaptation and broadening renewable 




resources. This unique session will provide attendees with a 



number of options and thoughts on the best way to move forward.

 



Moderator: Bob Anderson
 



Participants



The Hon. Susan Wefald of North Dakota 



The Hon. Mark Sidran of Washington



The Hon. Jeanne Fox of New Jersey



The Hon. Jimmy Fields of New Orleans



David Springe, NASUCA President
