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Annual Meeting In St. Louis on Tap

Although the Mid Year Meeting just ended, it's not too soon to be planning to attend the Annual Meeting this November St. Louis.  Already our members in Missouri have begun to plan memorable and fun events at the meeting.  On the substantive side, if you have any ideas for speakers or topics, please contact Executive Director Acquard or your committee chairs.  NASUCA and NARUC will be holding joint sessions early Monday afternoon to kick off the conference and the closing session on Wednesday.  Your registration with NASUCA will allow you to attend all the NARUC meetings, sans the dinner and reception events. As with usual practice, NASUCA will not be arranging for a hotel, since all our meetings are at the NARUC Hotel (Renaissance Grand) and many members prefer staying there or are capable of getting lower government rates at nearby hotels.  We will be sending out a list of suggested hotels in the not so distant future.

Replacing Dave

Now that long-time Telecommunications Committee Chair Dave Bergmann has retired, the committee is looking for someone to step in and take over.  While no one expects the new chair to completely fill Dave's huge shoes, someone is needed to arrange the monthly meetings, be the contact for media inquiries, and arrange for the drafting and filing of comments before the FCC and proceedings in the courts.  Currently, the "gang of six", which includes Earl Poucher (FL), Denise Mann (CA), Chris White (NJ), Wayne Jortner (ME), Barrett Sheridan (PA), and Charlie Acquard, is by committee trying to fill Dave's shoes. If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Charlie.
House Dem calls for FCC field hearings, says AT&T merger won't create jobs

Rep. Jay Inslee (D-Wash.) on Wednesday said AT&T and T-Mobile USA have failed to satisfy his concerns about job losses from their proposed merger. Inslee, a candidate for governor in Washington, expressed worries in a letter last month that the merger would destroy jobs, particularly in his home district. Inslee is running for governor, and T-Mobile’s headquarters is just outside his district. Now Inslee wants the Federal Communications Commission to hold field hearings on the merger.  For the rest of the story http://thehill.com/blogs/hillicon-valley/technology/176365-house-dem-not-happy-with-atat-t-mobile-answers-on-jobs.

Energy Dept. panel backs ‘fracking’ chemicals disclosure
Energy Department advisers are backing mandatory disclosure of chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing, the controversial natural gas drilling method, in a new report that lauds expanded development while calling for several improved environmental safeguards. The wide-ranging report arrives amid a legal and political battle over the method – dubbed “fracking – that’s enabling a U.S. gas boom but raising fears of water and air pollution. For the rest of the story http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/176407-federal-panel-backs-fracking-chemicals-disclosure. 

New Member Share Page on Website

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
Anti-nuclear groups shower federal regulators with legal challenges

More than two dozen groups will file challenges with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Thursday calling for a moratorium on reactor licensing until the agency addresses a series of safety concerns laid out by a federal task force last month. In total, the groups — which include nuclear critics like Friends of the Earth, Public Citizen and the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy — will file 19 separate challenges with the NRC. For the rest of the story http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/176391-in-legal-challenges-groups-call-for-nuclear-licensing-moratorium.

Stock Market Baby

With the stock market tanking, taking with it our 401 Ks and hopes for early retirement, a chuckle or two might help ease the pain.  Click on the site below to see how the stock market baby made famous by e-trade has reacted to recent events.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/08/09/e-trade-baby-stock-market_n_922580.html
Acquard on Vacation

Executive Director Charles Acquard will be on vacation the next two weeks.  He plans to chase a little white ball, drink adult beverages, and stare at the ocean.  If you need anything in the next two weeks, contact Nicole at nasuca@nasuca.org.  

