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NASUCA Calls on Congress to Not Weaken Light Bulb Efficiency

In a letter to Senate leaders, NASUCA expressed  opposition to efforts lead by Senator Enzi (R-WY) and Rep. Joe Barton (R-TX) to roll back efficiency standards for light bulbs. "The National Association of State Utility Consumer Advocates believes that we need to harness as many tools as possible to provide individual customers with the means to control their energy bills," the letter stated. "Light bulb efficiency standards will provide this opportunity to millions of consumers. We strongly urge you to reject efforts to repeal these standards." A copy of the letter is attached.

NASUCA Sends Letter to Senate Supporting Energy Efficiency Legislation

NASUCA, joining with National Resource Defense Council, the Alliance to Save Energy, and the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy, urged the Senate to enact the “Implementation of National Consensus Appliance Agreements Act” (INCAAA) of 2011 as sponsored by Senators Bingaman and Murkowski.  This bill contains consensus energy- and water-saving standards negotiated between industry and efficiency supporters. The bill is bipartisan with support from manufacturers, consumer groups and environmental and efficiency advocates.

The bill covers the following products:

· Residential appliances – refrigerators, freezers, clothes washers, clothes dryers, dishwashers and room air conditioners;

· Residential heating, cooling, and water heating equipment – furnaces, central air conditioners, heat pumps, water heaters, heat pump pool heaters and service over the counter refrigerators;

· and,

· Drinking water dispensers, hot food holding cabinets and portable electric spas.

A copy of the letter (without NASUCA's signature which will be added) is attached.

Update on Mid-Year Meeting in San Antonio

The agenda for the Mid Year Meeting in San Antonio scheduled for June 26-28 continues to grow as committees complete their topics and speakers.  Here's what the Gas and Water Committees have done.

“The Marcellus Effect: Potential Cost Impacts on Pipeline Rates and Expansion, and Water and Wastewater Customers"

Marcellus Shale is impacting regional natural gas markets from Louisiana to Boston and the local environment in eastern Ohio, West Virginia, Pennsylvania and New York.  The panel will address the cost impacts of the physical system redesign and expansion of the eastern natural gas pipelines as well as the new and potential environmental threats of hydraulic fracturing on water and wastewater customers who live in the regions where shale gas is produced.

Looks like a great panel.

Acquard Attends NARUC Open House

NARUC had their annual open house this week and Executive Director Charles Acquard attended.  At the open house, which usually coincides with a training session for new commissioners, Acquard chatted with the newly appointed commission chair from Montana, Bill Gallagher, and Tennessee Commissioner Eddie Roberson, who was responsible for passing the resolution at NARUC supporting a federal consumer advocate.

Acquard Meets with DOE on Smart Meters

Executive Director Charles Acquard, along with representatives from AARP, Consumers Union and the National Consumer Law Center, met with representatives of DOE to brainstorm the topics needed to educate consumers on the role smart grid could play in the making intelligent energy choices, identify gaps in their current knowledge regarding energy usage, and generate a list of potential mechanisms or activities that could be used to reach consumers.  Acquard and others stressed the need to promote cost effective means to save energy and encouraged DOE to provide reliable information to consumers.

Missouri PSC Says They Don't Have Authority to Cut Rates

Ameren Missouri customers shouldn't hold their breath for a massive electric rate rollback being pursued by a consumer advocate. Utility regulators indicated Wednesday that they lack legal authority to cut rates unless specifically ordered to do so by a court. The prospect for a rate rollback emerged when former Cole County Circuit Judge Paul Wilson issued an order suspending a $226.3 million rate increase for four of Ameren's largest customers. Those customers and Public Counsel Lewis Mills Jr. had appealed the increase approved last spring by the Public Service Commission. Mills, whose office represents Missouri consumers, last month urged the commission to comply with Wilson's order by re-setting rates at 2009 levels for all of Ameren's 1.2 million customers. PSC members, all five of whom are lawyers, disagreed Wednesday. For the rest of the story, click below.

http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/article_caa8d8b2-0b8e-593d-8fa7-592750e469fe.html
Connecticut Advocate Fights Efforts to Move Office

Connecticut Advocate and NASUCA President Mary Healey is busy these days fighting an effort by the newly elected governor of Connecticut to consolidate the Consumer Counsel's office into the Office of Consumer Protection.  Below is a link to an article about the legislative hearing on the attempt.

http://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/ctnj.php/archives/entry/consumer_counsel_defends_agencys_independence_against_malloy_consolidation/
Net neutrality repeal clears House panel in 15-8 party line vote

The House took its first step toward overturning net neutrality rules after a marathon debate about the economic impact of the FCC regulations on Wednesday. The Energy and Commerce telecom subcommittee voted to repeal the rules in a 15-8 party line vote.  "We have an open and thriving Internet thanks to our historical hands-off approach. The Internet works pretty well; it’s the government that doesn’t," said subcommittee Chairman Greg Walden (R-Ore.).  Republicans emphasized that they believe the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) exceeded its authority when it passed net neutrality regulations in December. They said the rules are unnecessary and will deter investment in broadband infrastructure. 

Democrats issued an unwavering defense of the regulations, which they said provide certainty in the marketplace and are necessary to protect Internet openness. "What this [anti-net neutrality] resolution will accomplish is clear — it will stop consumers from having the basic protections of transparency and a choice in the applications and services available to them on the Internet," said Communications ranking member Rep. Anna Eshoo (Calif.). Eshoo argued that the House has been infected with an anti-regulatory "virus" that is compelling it to attack even sensible and balanced rules. Rep. Lee Terry (R-Neb.), vice chairman of the subcommittee, responded that "it isn't the flu. We're doing what the Constitution states we should be doing. "The Democrats quibbled with the GOP process, which uses the Congressional Review Act to "disapprove" of the rules. 

If the majority in both chambers approve the repeal, and Obama signs it, net neutrality would be eliminated from the books and the FCC would not be able to create similar rules. Obama is likely to veto the repeal resolution if it were to clear the Senate, as he supported the FCC's action. Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass.) called the procedure "a momentous occasion for this committee" because CRA disapproval is so rarely invoked. Net neutrality regulations also face a court challenge from Verizon and MetroPCS. Rep. John Dingell (D-Mich.) indicated during the hearing that the court is the proper venue for repeal. The Senate isn't expected to take up the issue until summer.

GOP bill to retaliate against utilities?

GOP lawmakers and industry lobbyists are talking about legislation aimed at reining in power companies after some utilities were seen as being less than friendly to their efforts to block Obama administration climate change rules. Several House Energy and Commerce Committee Republicans and industry lobbyists are pushing for a “Ratepayer Protection Act,” a measure that would limit utilities’ ability to pass along costs to consumers, according to lobbyists close to the committee.

A ratepayer measure could surface as early as this week. Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.), chairman of the Energy and Commerce Oversight Subcommittee, said he’d like to include such a measure in the bill to block EPA rules. That bill is slated for subcommittee markup on Thursday. “I have that in mind,” Stearns told POLITICO, but said he wants to clear it with Energy and Power Subcommittee Chairman Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.). “I think I want to talk to him to see if it could be some, either part of the bill or it could be an amendment, but I was hoping that he could solve this problem.”

Stearns wouldn't confirm details of the bill and said his interest in such a measure was not based on a perception that utilities had gone too far with their remarks. The Florida Republican has offered several “ratepayer protection” bills in previous Congresses. Whitfield said Tuesday he had no plans to include it in the base bill, but Stearns had mentioned it to him. “I haven’t seen it,” Whitfield said. But he said he told Stearns “it’s an open process,” so he could offer it as an amendment.

The Industrial Energy Consumers of America – a group that represents energy-intensive manufacturing industries – also called on Congress last week to enact legislation that “prevents regulated electric utilities from having the ability to automatically pass all environmental regulation costs onto us, the consumer.”

FCC Chair in the running for job in Obama's Cabinet

The White House is considering FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski as a potential successor to Gary Locke as Secretary of Commerce, according to tech industry sources and prominent Democrats close to the White House. Genachowski is among a list of names the White House has floated internally, along with U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk, other government officials, and top business executives, the sources said. Locke will reportedly succeed the former Republican governor of Utah Jon Huntsman Jr. as ambassador to China. That creates an opening at the Commerce Department. Genachowski has been close to Obama since law school and campaigned for him in 2008. His ties to business executives could be an asset as the administration seeks to improve relations with industry. 

Musical chairs at the FCC may make Genachowski and even more attractive pick, several sources said. Republican Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker and an as-yet-unannounced successor for Democratic Commissioner Michael Copps will need to make their way through Senate confirmation in the coming months, and a new chairman could be packaged as part of the process. Jessica Rosenworcel, the top telecom aide to Senate Commerce Chairman Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va), is widely cited as a likely pick to replace Copps. A top position for his aide might encourage Rockefeller to support Genachowski for Commerce Secretary. Rosenworcel could be in the running for FCC chair if Genachowski leaves, sources said. NASUCA has worked closely with Rosenworcel in the past.


New Member Share Page on Website

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
