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Carmody is New NASUCA President

Following the retirement of Mary Healey,  Maryland People's Counsel Paul Carmody has assumed the role of NASUCA President.  Carmody has been the Maryland People's Counsel since 2007.  Prior to her appointment, she served in the office for 15 years.  To get to know the new NASUCA president click 

http://www.opc.state.md.us/opc/Home/AboutUs/BiographyofPaulaCarmody.aspx
Carmody, Acquard Attend White House Meeting on Grid Modernization

Paula Carmody and NASUCA Executive Director Charles Acquard attended a meeting at the White House last week to discuss the Critical Issues Forum report on Grid Modernization. http://www.nasuca.org/archive/CCIF%20Grid%20Modernization%20Report%20July2011%20Final.pdf.  Carmody and Acquard, along with representatives from NARUC, the Edison Electric Institute, and CCIF met with Assistant Secretary Pat Hoffman and representatives from the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy and the Environmental Protection Agency and encouraged the federal government to be sensitive to consumer concerns and work with states on grid modernization issues.  The White House discussed their outreach efforts on grid modernization including hosting regional smart grid workshops.  

FERC Wellinghoff to Attend Annual Meeting in St. Louis 
 

FERC Chair Jon Wellinghoff has committed to join NASUCA's head of office lunch at the Annual Meeting.  This has become an annual event as the Chair has joined NASUCA and the last two Annual Meetings.  As always, NASUCA and NARUC will be holding joint sessions early Monday afternoon to kick off the conference and the closing session on Wednesday.  Your registration with NASUCA will allow you to attend all the NARUC meetings, sans the dinner and reception events. As with usual practice, NASUCA will not be arranging for a hotel, since all our meetings are at the NARUC Hotel (Renaissance Grand) and many members prefer staying there or are capable of getting lower government rates at nearby hotels.  There have been some changes and additions to the agenda so check out the latest version on the web at www.nasuca.org.
 

Register Now for CCIF's "The Challenges of a Changing Regulatory Environment" At Annual Meeting

The Critical Consumer Issues Forum will be holding a meeting Tuesday afternoon November 15 to discuss the numerous challenges presented by today’s changing regulatory environment. Held in conjunction with the NARUC and NASUCA Annual Meetings in St. Louis, the program will be open to all those interested at no charge.  Registration, limited seating, and materials will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis; therefore, you are highly encouraged to pre-register by November 4th.  Registration instructions are in the attached form. For additional information about CCIF, its leadership, its recent report on grid modernization issues, and this upcoming forum in St. Louis, please refer to the CCIF website at www.CCIForum.com or contact Katrina McMurrian, CCIF Executive Director, by e-mail at katrina@cciforum.com or by phone at 337.656.8518.  

 

DOE Grants Available to Attend Meeting

The Department of Energy is sponsoring a Sunday afternoon workshop of transmission at the Annual Meeting in St. Louis.  Scholarships will be available that will cover the costs of travel, room, and meals.  If you are interested, contact Charlie charlie@nasuca.org. Information on the grants will be sent out soon. 

Consumer advocate seeks deeper inquiry into BGE storm response

Maryland's consumer advocate wants the state energy regulator to conduct a "more in-depth investigation" into Baltimore Gas and Electric Co.'s performance in the wake of Hurricane Irene. The Office of People's Counsel, which represents consumers in utility matters, made the recommendation in a report filed Wednesday with the Public Service Commission, which is reviewing the response by BGE and other utilities to last month's storm. The PSC will hear from utilities in regulatory hearings starting Monday.  For the rest of the story http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/bs-bz-bge-peakrewards-20110928,0,332343.story.

Columbus Dispatch Story on Ohio Advocate

The Columbus Dispatch did a nice story on the resignation of Ohio Advocate Janine Migden-Ostrander quoting several who complemented the work she did and quoting NASUCA Executive Director Charles Acquard.

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/business/2011/09/22/utility-consumers-watchdog-quits-over-budget.html
Replacing Dave and Bill
Now that long-time Telecommunications Committee Chair Dave Bergmann has retired, the committee is looking for someone to step in and take over.  While no one expects the new chair to completely fill Dave's huge shoes, someone is needed to arrange the monthly meetings, be the contact for media inquiries, and arrange for the drafting and filing of comments before the FCC and proceedings in the courts.  Currently, the "gang of six", which includes Earl Poucher (FL), Denise Mann (CA), Chris White (NJ), Wayne Jortner (ME), Barrett Sheridan (PA), and Charlie Acquard, is by committee trying to fill Dave's shoes.  Also, Electricity Committee Chair Bill Fields is stepping down at the end of the year.   If you are interested in either job or have any questions, please contact Charlie.
 

New Member Share Page on Website
 

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
Electric Bills About To Spike

Already weary of high gas prices and 9.1 percent unemployment, many Americans are about to get another kick in the wallet thanks to large increases in their electricity bills. From Alaska to Georgia and Wyoming to Florida, utilities are seeking permission to pass on hundreds of millions of dollars in new charges to customers to help upgrade aging infrastructure and build new or retrofitted power plants that comply with tougher environmental regulations, a Daily Beast review of regulatory filings has found.  For the rest of the story http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/10/05/americans-face-double-digit-hikes-in-electricity-bills-to-fund-upgrades.html.  

