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NASUCA Meets with DOE/White House on Smart Meters -- Again

Maryland People's Counsel Paula Carmody, PA Consumer Advocate Sonny Popowsky and NASUCA Executive Director Charles Acquard met with the DOE/White House task force on smart meters who are responsible for drafting a policy statement on smart meters expected this Fall.  Acquard, along with representatives of AARP, Consumers Union, Public Citizen and NCLC met with the task force earlier this Summer.  Carmody and Popowsky relayed to the task force their experiences in dealing with smart meters in their respective states.

NASUCA Questions CEO Forum at FERC  

NASUCA, along with NCLC, Public Citizen, and ELCON (who represents large industrial users of electricity) filed comments expressing concern about the creation of a new CEO-level forum to interface with FERC Commissioners.  The "joint consumer advocates" said that such a forum is contrary to NERC's new "fair, balanced, open and inclusive" operation and is reminiscent of the "old NERC" which was "almost exclusively comprised of representatives from the investor-owned utility community."  During the July 6 FERC Technical Conference there was considerable discussion about the creation of such a forum.  A copy of the filing is attached.

NARUC Tables Resolution Supporting Federal Advocate

At its Summer Meeting last week in Sacramento, NARUC's Board of Directors tabled a resolution supporting the creation of a Federal Consumer Advocate Office. According to Eddie Roberson, from the Tennessee Regulatory Authority, resolutions supporting a Federal consumer advocate were passed by the Consumer Affairs and Gas Committees but was tabled by the Board of Directors because of objections raised by Commissioners Peevey of California, Smith of Idaho, McKinney of West Virginia, and Johnson of South Dakota.  They plan to take it up again at the Annual Meeting in November in Atlanta. FERC Chair Jon Wellinghoff spoke to NARUC and supported the creation of the independent Federal Consumer Advocate Office.  His comments are attached.

NARUC considered and passed a number of other resolutions and they can be seen by clicking below.

http://summer.narucmeetings.org/2010SummerFinalResolutions.pdf
Senate Gives Up on Comprehensive Energy Bill; Will Try to Pass Limited Measure Before August Recess

The Senate has abandoned plans to take up climate change legislation before the August break, likely dooming the effort for the rest of the year. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) insisted the Senate could return to climate change this fall, but that proposition seems doubtful in an election year in which Democrats are wary of losing their majorities in the House and Senate.  The bill introduced this week includes provisions dealing with the gulf oil spill and includes funding for energy efficiency and natural gas vehicles.  A copy of the bill is attached.

Still, it won't be easy as the attached articles indicate.

http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/111289-dems-call-for-quick-action-on-oil-spill-draws-gop-reproach
http://www.businessinsurance.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS01/100729896
http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2010/07/28/senate-unveils-energy-doubts-passage/
Work Begins On Annual Meeting

It may be only July, but planning has begun for the Annual Meeting scheduled for November in Atlanta.  As always, the meeting will be held jointly with NARUC and all sessions will be at the Omni Hotel at CNN Center.  If you have any suggestions for speakers or panels, contact your committee chair or Charlie Acquard.  

Demand Response Coordinating Committee Meeting

Executive Director Charles Acquard and Stacia Harper from the Ohio office participated this week in a teleconference of the Demand Response Coordinating Committee.  The DRCC is organizing a "coalition of coalitions" to implement the National Action Plan on Demand Response that FERC recently issued.  More information about the committee can found at www.demandresponsecommittee.org.  They recently sponsored the National Town Meeting on Demand Response and Smart Grid in Washington attended by a number of NASUCA members. 

