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Genachowski and Wellinghoff to Address NASUCA Annual Meeting

Federal Communications Commission Chair Julius Genachowski and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Chair Jon Wellinghoff will address the NASUCA Annual Meeting scheduled for November 14-17 in Atlanta.  Genachowski will address a joint meeting of NARUC and NASUCA on Monday afternoon and Wellinghoff will speak at the NASUCA meeting Tuesday morning.  The FERC chair will then have lunch with the heads of office.

Updated Draft Agenda for Annual Meeting is Available

The draft agenda for the Annual Meeting scheduled for November 14-17 has been updated.  It can be seen by clicking below. Keep checking the website for updates.

http://www.nasuca.org/archive/2010%20Atlanta-Annual%20Meeting.php
The meeting is taking place a the NARUC Hotel the Omni Hotel at CNN Center. NASUCA does not have a hotel block for this meeting. We recommend using a travel site to find a hotel that meets your needs and is close to the Omni. Orbitz.com allows you to type in a search address if you use Omni Hotel address, 100 CNN Center, Atlanta, GA 30303, that will pull up hotels close to the Omni. Double check with someone either at the Omni or the hotel you are booking at to be sure it is within walking distance, sometimes the maps and web sites can be deceiving.

NASUCA Testifies at Joint Board Meeting on Separations

This week NASUCA testified at a Joint Board Hearing on separations at the FCC.  Testifying on behalf of NASUCA and the New Jersey Rate Counsel, who paid for it, was consultant Susan Baldwin.  Also attending was Executive Director Charles Acquard.  Chris White from the New Jersey office participated by phone.  Baldwin urged the Joint Board not to let the National Broadband Plan become an acceptable excuse for inaction on separations reform; urged the FCC, whether in the context of separations reform or any other proceeding not to go into the proceedings assuming that the SLC needs to increase; pointed out that the State Members Proposal does not discourage broadband investment (because the methodology relies on actual demand); urged the adoption of the State Members’ proposal before June 2010; urged the re-instatement of ARMIS or ARMIS-like reporting; and not to hold separations reform hostage to intercarrier compensation and universal service reform.  Baldwin wrote a summary of the meeting and it is attached.

Ex NASUCA President On the Road...Again

Kansas Advocate David Springe may no longer be NASUCA's president but he continues to represent NASUCA at meetings all over the country.  Recently Springe has been on the road touting our recent white paper "The Need For Essential Consumer Protections: Smart Metering Proposals and the Move to Time-Based Pricing". David is on the Advisory Board of the Institute for Electric Efficiency (IEE) and the EPRI Energy Efficiency/Smart Grid Advisor Board. IEE met in Colorado Springs in mid September. David was on two discussion panels addressing recent pushback in smart meter regulatory filings. 

Jim Rogers of Duke Energy spoke on one panel with David. Of note, Jim Rogers said he views the smart grid (distribution and transmission) separately from smart meters. This is consistent with NASUCA's view and our two separate resolutions on smart grid and smart meters. Jim also questioned why utilities are asking for special regulatory treatment for upgrading the distribution side of the grid. Upgrading distribution has always been a utility function and utilities have never asked for special treatment for upgrades. He wondered whether asking for special regulatory treatment for distribution upgrades is causing unnecessary scrutiny from regulators and hindering progress towards the use of smart meters.

On the other panel, representatives from Centerpoint Energy and Duke Energy discussed current changes in their thinking and actions related to communications with customers around smart meter rollout. To summarize..they've discovered they aren't very good at marketing and have had to slow down and rethink how they approach customers.

The EPRI Advisory Board met in Green Bay, Wisconsin and reviewed a Wisconsin Public Service Company pilot project in the town of Brillion. WPS is revamping it original ideas about marketing also. David encouraged EPRI (and IEE) to put additional effort into outreach to the advocate community. While we may not agree with everything, its better to talk it out before you fight it out in a hearing room. The White Paper has caused quite a buzz judging from the hall talk at both conferences.  While the smart grid/smart meter discussion was stimulating, the real highlight of the EPRI trip was a behind the scenes tour of Lambeau Field...home of the Packers. The visitors were allowed to run out of the player's tunnel accompanied by piped in crowd noise.  VERY cool. Thanks to Dave for the report.

    

Opening on NERC Member Representative Committee 

There is an opening to serve on the NERC Member Representative Committee.  NASUCA Executive Director Charles Acquard currently holds the seat but would be willing to step aside if another NASUCAn is interested.  Please contact Charlie if you have any questions.  The nomination period opened last Monday and will remain open until November 12.  

NASUCA Execs Approve Budget

The NASUCA Executive Committee met this week and approved the proposed budget for FY 2011.  The budget essentially mirrors the 2010 budget.  The membership must now approve the budget at the Annual Meeting in Atlanta. It is attached. If you have any questions please contact Maryland People's Counsel Paula Carmody, NASUCA's treasurer, or Charles Acquard.  

New Member Page on Website

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
Congress Goes Home...for now

The Senate and House adjourned this week to go home and campaign for next month's elections.  The Senate failed to act on energy legislation.  According to an article in the "Hill" this week, the Democrats are planning to cram 20 bills, including a renewable electricity standard, in a lame duck session after the elections.  But, according to the article, "given the slow pace of the Senate, it also all but guarantees that Democrats will be hard-pressed to pass even a small part of their lame-duck agenda." The article is attached below.

http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/121223-dems-stuff-lame-duck
As you know, NASUCA has been pushing for any energy legislation to include a federal consumer advocate.  While your Senators (and Reps) are on the campaign trail, make sure they hear about this.  Attached is a short piece on where things stand and what you should do between now and the election.

Meanwhile, the House has shelved a last-ditch effort to broker a compromise between phone, cable and Internet companies on rules that would prohibit broadband providers from blocking or degrading online traffic flowing over their networks. House Commerce Committee Chairman Henry Waxman, D-Calif., abandoned the effort late Wednesday in the face of Republican opposition to his proposed "network neutrality" rules. Those rules were intended to prevent broadband providers from becoming online gatekeepers by playing favorites with traffic. 

On a positive side, Sen. Tom Udall (D-N.M.) unveiled a bill on Thursday that would attempt to limit cell phone "bill shock" by requiring carriers to notify customers when they are close to exceeding their monthly allotment of calls and messages. The Cell Phone Bill Shock Act of 2010 would require mobile phone companies to notify customers by e-mail or text message when they have used 80 percent of their monthly limit for voice minutes, text messages or data usage. Wireless companies would also have to obtain customers' consent before charging them for services not covered by their monthly service plan.

Also, Executive Director Charles Acquard met with an aide to Sen. Al Franken (D-MN) to discuss his interest in introducing legislation next year to promote the creation of advocate offices in states without them and to provide support to existing offices. 

