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Popowsky Invited to Serve on DOE Advisory Committee

Pennsylvania Consumer Advocate Sonny Popowsky was invited to serve as a member of the U.S. Department of Energy's Electricity Advisory Committee (EAC).  The EAC will help DOE define a strategy on long-range planning and priorities for the modernization of the nation's electricity delivery infrastructure.  According to DOE, the EAC was established to "enhance leadership in electricity delivery modernization and provide senior level counsel to DOE on ways in which the nation can meet the many barriers to moving forward, including the deployment of smart grid technologies, research and development of energy storage technologies, renewable energy resource integration, and new transmission infrastructure."

DOE Gives NASUCA Grant for Annual Meeting

The Department of Energy have agreed to sponsor a Sunday afternoon workshop (November 14 at 1 p.m.) on interconnection projects currently underway.  They will provide scholarships for NASUCA members to attend.  For the Eastern panel, David Whitely, who is leading the Eastern Interconnection Planning Collaborative, Sonny Popowsky and Ryan Kind will lead the discussion.  The Western panel will be lead by Bryce Freeman and Michelle Beck.  David Meyer, DOE program manager for the Interconnection-wide Planning Initiative, will kick off the workshop. Plenty of time will be allotted for questions and discussion. There will be between 10 and 15 scholarships available for members.  They will cover the cost of registration, travel, lodging and food. If you are interested in obtaining the grant or have any questions, contact Charlie at charlie@nasuca.org.
NASUCA Releases White Paper on Smart Meters

This week NASUCA released the white paper on smart meters that was originally requested by the White House at meeting in July.  The paper, titled "The Need for Essential Consumer Protections: Smart Metering Proposals and the Move to Time-Based Pricing", was a joint effort of NASUCA, National Consumer Law Center, AARP, Public Citizen, and Consumer's Union. 

The paper can be found by clicking here http://www.nasuca.org/archive/White%20Paper-Final.pdf.

Joint Board on Universal Service Spot Open

Washington Advocate Simon ffitch is completing his three year term serving on the Universal Service Joint Board and is asking if any NASUCAns would be interested in serving.  Simon would be willing to continue to serve but says it's time to "pass the baton and provide someone else and chance at this interesting work."  A head of an office must fill the position. 

If you are interested in serving or want more information about the position, contact Simon at simonf@atg.wa.gov.

We're Tweeting

Want to catch up on the latest about NASUCA?  Check out of front page at www.nasuca.org and see our tweets.  You can even sign up to receive the tweets by clicking on the box in the front page.

Annual Meeting Set for November 14-17 in Atlanta

The Annual Meeting is just around the corner and NASUCA is working with committee chairs on topics for the meeting and with NARUC to coordinate joint sessions and other events such as the wine and cheese social with the commissioners.  Because all meetings will be in the NARUC hotel, the Omni at CNN Center, http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/AtlantaCNNCenter.aspx and because the government rate for NASUCAns is usually lower than any rate that NASUCA can bargain for, there will not be a NASUCA hotel at the conference.  We will, however, send around information about local hotels for you to contact and reserve rooms.  Along those lines, the Omni Hotel is accepting reservations now.  http://annual.narucmeetings.org/Hotel.cfm.

Lame Duck Energy Bill?

According to reports in the Hill, Majority Leader Harry Reid has not ruled out considering an energy bill during a lame duck session of Congress.  If they do, he says, a renewable energy mandate would be included.

 http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/116633-reid-put-renewables-mandate-back-in-play-eyes-lame-duck-energy-bill
New Member Page on Website

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
We're Webinaring
At its monthly meeting last month, the Gas Committee was first out of the box to try an new NASUCA service -- webinar.  While there were some technical difficulties, overall it was a good experience.  We invite other committees to use this service and welcome suggestions as to webinar topics for the entire membership.

Need a Consultant?

If you need a consultant, don't forget that the website has a directory of consultants.  The directory is intended to be a useful tool for identification of consultants who perform services, identified by area of utility expertise. Listing in the directory is not intended to be a specific endorsement of any consultant. However, most of the consultants listed  in the directory have worked for NASUCA members in the past. All have paid to have their names listed in this directory.  Here's the link.
 http://www.nasuca.org/archive/about/cont-dir03.php
Also, don't forget that you can get the low down on any consultant by asking your colleagues about their experiences with a particular consultant.  Just email an inquiry to the appropriate committee chair and they will circulate it.  You will get a response.

