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Annual Meeting Agenda Sent Out

An agenda for the Annual Meeting in St. Louis in November was sent out yesterday and is now posted on the website.  It will probably change but it gives an idea of what the conference will cover.  Issues that will be discussed include electricity marketing issues and mergers. We have also invited FERC Chair Jon Wellinghoff to address us and then join the Heads of Office for lunch, as he has done at past annual meetings.  NASUCA and NARUC will be holding joint sessions early Monday afternoon to kick off the conference and the closing session on Wednesday.  Your registration with NASUCA will allow you to attend all the NARUC meetings, sans the dinner and reception events. As with usual practice, NASUCA will not be arranging for a hotel, since all our meetings are at the NARUC Hotel (Renaissance Grand) and many members prefer staying there or are capable of getting lower government rates at nearby hotels.  

NASUCAns meeting with Wellinghoff

About a dozen representatives of NASUCA offices yesterday met by phone with FERC Chair Jon Wellinghoff to discuss DOE's proposal under which the Department of Energy (DOE) would delegate to FERC the authority to conduct congestion studies and designate corridors for interstate electric transmission projects.  This authority, in conjunction with FERC's existing backstop permitting authority, would unify federal authority with respect to siting interstate transmission projects in a more efficient and directed process than exists today. 
Replacing Dave

Now that long-time Telecommunications Committee Chair Dave Bergmann has retired, the committee is looking for someone to step in and take over.  While no one expects the new chair to completely fill Dave's huge shoes, someone is needed to arrange the monthly meetings, be the contact for media inquiries, and arrange for the drafting and filing of comments before the FCC and proceedings in the courts.  Currently, the "gang of six", which includes Earl Poucher (FL), Denise Mann (CA), Chris White (NJ), Wayne Jortner (ME), Barrett Sheridan (PA), and Charlie Acquard, is by committee trying to fill Dave's shoes. If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Charlie.

New Member Share Page on Website

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
AT&T pledges to fight 'vigorously' to complete T-Mobile acquisition

AT&T's proposed acquisition of T-Mobile USA was left on life support Wednesday when the Justice Department sued to block the deal, but the telecom giant is not giving up without a fight — one that will likely stretch well into 2012. There's plenty at stake for AT&T, since the firm would have to pay T-Mobile $3 billion in cash plus another $3 billion in spectrum and other incentives should the deal fall through for any reason. And recent history has shown blocking a merger under antitrust law is no sure thing: in 2004 a judge ruled against the government in an antitrust case concerning Oracle's purchase of PeopleSoft. AT&T has already promised to contest the case "vigorously."  For the rest of the story http://thehill.com/blogs/hillicon-valley/technology/179119-atat-pledges-to-fight-vigorously-to-complete-t-mobile-merger.

NRC may require updated earthquake-risk assessments at nuke plants 

Federal regulators may require nuclear power plant operators to conduct updated reviews of the risks posed by earthquakes.  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is seeking public comment on the proposal, which would require all operators to conduct updated analyses on the risk posed by seismic activity in the next two years.  The commission will use the data provided by the operators to determine whether to issue new seismic-risk regulations.  For the rest of the story http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/179167-nrc-may-require-updated-earthquake-risk-assessments-at-nuke-plants-.

The Odd Jobs of Members of Congress

Before they were elected, members of Congress held their fair share of odd jobs. Here is a look at some of the more interesting ways prominent officeholders earned paychecks before they came to Washington.  Click the link to see what they did http://www.nationaljournal.com/congress/the-odd-jobs-of-members-of-congress-pictures-20110826#photo_8.  
