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NASUCA Meets with White House on Smart Meters

NASUCA Executive Director Charles Acquard, along with representatives from AARP, Pubic Citizen, Consumers Union and NCLC, met last week with White House officials to talk about smart meters.  The meeting, prompted by a letter sent by these groups to President Obama objecting to a letter from industry tying funding to LIEHEAP and weatherization programs to the implementation of smart meters, focused on consumer issues with the implementation of smart meters.  The White House officials, lead by Phil Weiser, Senior Advisor for Technology and Innovation to the National Economic Council Director, told NASUCA and these groups that they plan to issue a policy statement on smart meter in the Fall and would like a white paper from these groups outlining our concerns about smart meters and the consumer issues that need to be addressed.  The groups met later and decided to work together on a white paper and present it to the White House by the end of July.  The paper will follow the smart meter resolution NASUCA passed last year in Boston.

NASUCA Meets with DOE General Counsel

Earlier in the day, NASUCA and it allies met with Scott Harris, new DOE General Counsel, to talk about, what else, smart meters.  Harris, who used to work at the FCC and as a telecom attorney in private practice, was clearly a strong supporter of smart meters.  A lively, hour-long discussion about the pros and cons of smart meters followed as did a review of the Maryland PSC decision that was issued the day before.  

Maryland PSC Denies Application for Smart Meters

Speaking of the Maryland PSC order on smart meters, it is attached.  The Maryland Commission was “not persuaded that this [proposal] is cost-effective or serves the public interest, at least not in its current form.”  It called the business case for the proposal “untenable” and said the purported savings are “largely indirect, highly contingent and a long way off.”
NASUCA Leaders Attend Town Hall Meeting on Demand Response

NASUCA President Mary Healey, Secretary Janine Migden-Ostrander, and ED Acquard attended A National Town Meeting on Demand Response and Smart Grid in Washington last week.  Also in attendance were representatives from the DC People’s Counsel.  The meeting brought together policy makers, utilities, technology companies, researchers, consultants and stakeholders to talk about and compare notes on demand response and smart meter issues.  President Healey spoke on a panel about consumer issues in implementing the National Action Plan on Demand Response.  Mary’s comments were quoted in the attached article in “Intelligent Utility”.

Colorado Advocate Attends Privacy Roundtable in Washington

Colorado Consumer Counsel Bill Levis was in Washington this week to attend a smart grid privacy roundtable sponsored by the Department of Energy.  Bill said that he emphasize the critical importance of getting consumer buy-in assuming smart grid is implemented,  especially with all of the suspicion concerning privacy and cost.  He said the group agreed that the data belong to the customer and that consumers need to be involved throughout the planning and implementation process since individuals react differently.  He said some will welcome the change and others oppose it.  Bill reports they spent a lot of time talking about what we learned from telecom competition and transition. Phil Weiser, co-moderated the panel. 

NASUCA Meets With Senate Majority Leader Staff on Federal Advocate Language

NASUCA President Mary Healey, Executive Director Charles Acquard and Nevada Advocate Eric Witkowski (by phone) met with Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid’s energy legislative assistant Chris Miller to talk about federal consumer advocate language.  Miller told us that the prospects for the Senate acting on energy/global warming legislation are uncertain.  Healey and Acquard urged Chris to include a federal consumer advocate provision in any measure being considered by the Senate.  According an article in “The Hill”, a bipartisan group of Senators met with President Obama this week to discuss energy/global climate change legislation and that little progress was made.  Here’s the article.

http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/106331-no-breakthrough-at-climate-meeting
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chair Henry Waxman has said that if the Senate fails to include limitations on greenhouse gases, he will insist on them in  conference.  Remember, the bill on global climate change that passed the House includes a cap and trade provision (and a federal consumer advocate provision).  Here’s an article on Waxman’s comments.

http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/106515-waxman-to-push-carbon-limits-in-conference-if-senate-falls-short
DC Peoples Counsel Attends Hill Meeting on Telecom Act Rewrite

Interim DC People’s Counsel Brenda Pennington met with representatives of the Senate and House Commerce Committee as they begin discussions about updating the Telecom Act, something that is expected to take at least a couple of  years.  Pennington told the staff that any changes to the Act must include strong consumer protections.  
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