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NASUCAns Invited to White House to Discuss Smart Meters

NASUCA representatives lead by President Mary Healey will attend a meeting Monday in the Executive Office Building for the White House Grid Modernization event.   There the White House will release its long-awaited policy on grid modernization, including smart meters.  NASUCA has met with White House and DOE representatives on several occasions to discuss this policy.  Also attending the meeting are advocates Sonny Popowsky, Paula Carmody, and Executive Director Charles Acquard.   

Mid Year Meeting Hotel Block Met But Spaces Remain

Despite tough economic times for many NASUCA members, the hotel block at the Omni La Mansion has been met.  Still, it you decide at the last minute to attend the Mid Year Meeting in San Antonio beginning June 26th, you can still register at the hotel (and with NASUCA) and probably get the NASUCA discount rate.  Call the hotel and ask.

For Reservations call :
1-800-THE-OMNI - You need to ask to make reservations for the Omni La Mansion and then Reference the
NASUCA Mid-Year Conference
Regulatory Assistance Project Rep to Speak at Mid Year

Rich Sedano, Director of RAP's US programs will speak at the Mid Year Meeting on variable and response resources.  His presentation is:

" Upending the Supply Stack: Why Variable and Responsive Resources May Become Primary Generation Objectives for the US Power System and What It Will Take to Get There."  

If the United States is to adopt a significant atmospheric carbon reduction goal in 2050, significant intermediate goals, as well as significant changes to rules implementing clean air and water statutes, government will probably have to address matters of power sector investment. A commitment to cost-effective energy efficiency will reduce but not eliminate the challenge of getting the energy supply that meets these environmental objectives while also being attentive, as always, to cost and reliability. In order to think about this challenge, imagine that the US electric supply portfolio were built to achieve 30, 40, 50 or greater percent wind and solar (variable) resources. The US would need significant responsive resources among power resources and from the demand side as well as upgraded grid intelligence for system operators to manage a grid relying to this extent on variable resources. How would regulation have to change prevailing rules and practices to accomplish this?

Acquard Attends Keystone Energy Board Meeting

NASUCA Executive Director earlier this week attended the Keystone Energy Board meeting in Washington D.C.  NASUCA is an active member of the Energy Board, a think tank made up of a broad range of representatives from the energy industry including utilities, commissioners, law firms, and consultants.  NASUCA President Mary Healey serves on the board. A representative from the nuclear industry discussed the accident in Japan and representatives from the Department of Defense discussed the energy conservation measures they are initiating.  Of interest to most NASUCA members was a panel of representatives from Senate and House energy committees who gave a grim outlook for passage of energy legislation in this Congress.   One committee representative said that this Congress is the "most challenging atmosphere for producing legislation in the long time" and that this is "not a productive Congress"  

NERC Operating and Planning Committee Elections Open
The period for nominating candidates for the NERC Operating Committee (OC) and Planning Committee (PC)  ends on June 17, 2011.

The following documents are posted at the links below:

· Operating Committee and Planning Committee Selection Process
· Nomination forms​ — there are different forms for each committee

· A list of open committee member positions

· The committee charters

Operating Committee link:   http://www.nerc.com/filez/oc_elections.html
Planning Committee link:     http://www.nerc.com/filez/pc_elections.html
Nominees need not be NERC members in the sector for which they are nominated; however, they must be eligible to be a member in that sector. For example, Company X is an investor-owned utility holding company that owns a utility and an unregulated merchant generation.  Company X, which can only join one NERC membership sector, is a NERC member in the investor-owned utility sector; however, it could have joined the merchant electricity generator sector.  Therefore, nominees from either sector may be submitted by Company X. 

Only NERC members may elect the OC and PC members in each sector.  The list of NERC members is available at https://www.nerc.net/eroregistration/currentmembers.aspx. 

If you have any questions about the OC and PC nomination or election process, please send an e-mail to ocelection@nerc.net or pcelection@nerc.net or call Larry Kezele (OC) at 609-524-7004 or A. J. Connor (PC) at 609-751-2579 or contact Charlie in the Washington office.

Nevada Customers could face bill for $1 billion NV Energy transmission line

Energy consumers in Nevada could be on the hook for a $1 billion transmission line project to carry electricity they don't need under a bill rushed through the state Legislature early Tuesday. Assembly Bill 416 would allow NV Energy to build a transmission line to export power from rural Nevada to customers in California without getting advance permission from the Public Utilities Commission.  "If it doesn't pan out, the ratepayers will end up paying the bill," said Eric Witkoski, consumer advocate in the attorney general's Bureau of Consumer Protection.  For the rest of the story click http://www.lvrj.com/news/customers-could-face-bill-for-1-billion-nv-energy-transmission-line-123430089.html.

Utility giant AEP says it will close five coal plants to comply with EPA regs

Utility giant American Electric Power said Thursday that it will shut down five coal-fired power plants and spend billions of dollars to comply with a series of pending Environmental Protection Agency regulations. The company’s dramatic plan to comply with the regulations could give Republicans and moderate Democrats ammunition in their ongoing fight against EPA's efforts to impose new regulations aimed at limiting greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants including mercury and arsenic.  For the rest of the story click http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/165651-aep-epa-regs-will-cost-billions-and-result-in-five-closed-plants.

AT&T gave cash to merger backers

AT&T is lining up support for its acquisition of T-Mobile with a slew of liberal groups with no obvious interest in telecom deals — except that they’ve received big piles of AT&T’s cash. In recent weeks, the NAACP, the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation and the National Education Association have each issued public statements in support of the deal. The groups all say their public positions have nothing to do with the money they received from AT&T. And AT&T says it supports nonprofit groups because it’s the right thing to do — and not because of any quid pro quo. For the rest of the story click http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56660.html. 

