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Acquard Testifies for Texas Office

NASUCA Executive Director Charles Acquard was in Austin, Texas, last week to testify before the Texas Sunset Commission on behalf of the Texas Office of Public Utility Counsel.  The office was up for a review and, if approved, a twelve-year extension.  Acquard told the Commission the OPUC was a valuable member of NASUCA whose activities positively impacted the ratepayers of Texas.  The Commission chair said he was supportive of OPUC.  You might recall that five years ago the staff report of the Sunset Commission recommended that the office be defunded.  Fortunately, the staff recommendation was rejected by the Commission, which is made up of state representatives and senators, and the OPUC was granted another 5 years. At that time, NASUCA fired off a letter refuting many of the claims in the staff report.  That letter can be seen on NASUCA’s website at http://www.nasuca.org/archive/Texas%20Sunset%20Commission%20Letter.doc.  A copy of the testimony from last week is also attached.

Testifying for the  OPUC was Danny Bivens, director of market representation.  Office director Sheri Givens was not available due to the impending arrival of a baby boy.  In fact, Grayson Reid Givens did make an appearance on Memorial Day, all 8 lbs 1 ounce of him. Mother and Dad Kevin are doing great and the reports are that Grayson is adorable.  Congratulations to Sheri and Kevin.

                                                                                                                             
Climate Bill Stalls?

In the wake of the disastrous – and continuing -- oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, questions have been raised about the prospects for a global climate change bill.  Republican support for the measure, limited as it was, depended on the bill including provisions promoting offshore drilling.  And then there is the problem of immigration reform.  A good article that discusses the problems Democrats face in passing a climate change bill can be found here.  http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/100743-democrats-see-big-oil-as-foil-in-energy-and-climate-debate  Keep in mind, the climate change bill passed by the House and all those being considered in the Senate include NASUCA’s federal consumer advocate provision.  

Mid-Year Conference Around the Corner

The Mid Year Meeting in San Francisco scheduled for June 13-16 is just around the corner and the cut off date for the Marriott San Francisco Fisherman’s Warf was Friday, May 28th.  Members can still register at the hotel but will not receive the discount rate.  Registration materials and a draft agenda can be found at:
 
http://www.nasuca.org/archive/SF%202010%20Mid%20Year.php
 
Topics being discussed at the meeting include telephone cramming, smart meters, full credit reporting, the next generation of energy efficiency, shale gas, gas rate design, transmission, water decoupling, transition from PSTN to IP, low income phone issues, and green house gas regulation. The Monday night dinner event is being scheduled for AT&T Park for a game between the San Francisco Giants and the Baltimore Orioles.  A Sunday night reception is being planned and don’t forget that there will be a visit to a geothermal plant on Wednesday morning ending early in the afternoon.  For more information, check the website.

Media Matters

NASUCA Executive Director Charles Acquard was quoted in article in the Palm Beach Post on smart meters.  The story is attached.  Thanks to J.R. Kelly for sending this along.  NASUCA was also contacted by the Associated Press and Platts News Service on Smart Meters.

Sonny in the Wall Street Journal

Pennsylvania Advocate Sonny Popowsky was quote last month in the Wall Street Journal.  The significant segment of the story is below.  Thanks to Iowa Advocate John Perkins for sending the article.

Utilities Endeavor to Introduce Dynamic Pricing to Consumers

Utilities have been trying to figure out how best to convince consumers to use smart meters to cut their electricity bills by using power when it is cheapest, the Wall Street Journal reported. John Geary, VP of innovation for TXU Energy, was quoted as saying the meters "put consumers in charge of an expense that's often thousands of dollars a year and in ways that were never possible before. They won't be flying blind anymore."


Some utilities, including Reliant Energy and Pacific Gas & Electric, already have begun offering rate plans with different electricity prices at different times of the day and year, while others still offer flat rates only. The dynamic pricing strategy has met with some resistance. Pennsylvania Consumer Advocate Irwin "Sonny" Popowsky was quoted as saying: "How can you expect a frail, elderly person to turn down the air conditioning on a hot day to avoid high prices?"


Wrote the Journal: "Though fewer than 10 percent of U.S. homes have smart meters now, the Department of Energy is funding efforts that will boost that number to nearly a third by 2015. The majority of homes in California and Texas, the two most populous states, will have smart meters by 2013."

Wall Street Journal, May 18.

