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Mid Year Meeting 2011

Don't forget, the Mid Year meeting THIS June is in San Antonio.  Our hotel -- Omni La Mansion del Rio -- is right on the River Walk so plan to bring comfortable shoes.  The hotel's website is below.

http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/SanAntonioLaMansionDelRio.aspx
For more meeting information, click http://www.nasuca.org/archive/San%20Antonio-Mid%20Year%202011.php. 

Telephone Cramming Forum Attended by NASUCAns

The Federal Trade Commission hosted an all-day forum in Washington on telephone cramming on May 11.  Both Dianne Dusman of PA OCA and Craig Graziano of IA OCA were among the many participants.  Speakers were in widespread agreement that efforts to date to stop the problem have not been successful and that more needs to be done.  The forum was video recorded and will be posted on the FTC’s Cramming Forum webpage:  http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/workshops/cramming/.  Many thanks to the FTC for convening this forum to highlight a serious and longstanding consumer problem.  

Legislative Jujitsu by Maine Office

Legislation that would have moved the Maine Public Advocate’s functions, but not the staff, into the Attorney General’s office has been withdrawn by the State Senate sponsor. That same Senator had also proposed another bill “to clarify the role of the Public Advocate”, but the bill was just a concept, so MPA offered and their policy committee approved language for that bill that strengthened their independence and gave them clear authorization to intervene in regional and federal energy agency proceedings in order to reduce energy costs.

Acquard, Fields Attend NERC Meeting

Executive Director Charles Acquard and Electricity Committee Chair Bill Fields attended the Members Representative Committee Meeting of NERC in Arlington, Virginia last week.  Acquard attended the NERC Board meeting the next day.  A number of topics were discussed but much of the discussion focused on the proposed 16 percent budget increase for NERC.  A number of MRC members expressed their concern about such huge increase.  NERC staff defended the budget as necessary to do a number of additional tasks.  To get a summary of the NERC meeting click http://www.nerc.com/fileUploads/File/News/Board%20of%20Trustees%20Meeting%20Summary%20-%20VA%2011MAY10.pdf.

New Member Share Page on Website

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
INSIDE Washington

Polls show Dem poised for upset win in NY special election

New polling shows Democratic candidate Kathy Hochul is poised for an upset victory in New York's 26th district special election. A Public Policy Polling survey released late Sunday showed Hochul with a six-point lead over the Republican, Jane Corwin. Hochul had 42 percent of the vote to 36 percent for Corwin while 13 percent went to Independent Jack Davis, who is running on the Tea Party line.

Since the Democratic-leaning firm's earlier poll, Hochul has gained seven points, much of that appearing to come from Davis. The poll of 1,106 likely voters had a margin of error of plus or minus 2.9 percent. Observers on both sides of the aisle are keeping a close eye on this race, which is being seen as a bellwether test on Rep. Paul Ryan's (R-Wis.) 2012 budget proposal. Democrats have railed against a provision in the budget that would turn Medicare into a voucher-like system.

For the rest of the story click http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/house-races/162593-polls-show-dem-poised-for-upset-win-in-ny-26
Bingaman: Unclear if ‘clean energy standard' can clear committee

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairman Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M.) said it’s unclear whether a White House plan to mandate a doubling of electricity from low-carbon sources like renewables and nuclear power has enough votes to clear the panel. Obama used his State of the Union speech to call for a “clean energy standard” under which utilities together would supply 80 percent of their power from low-emissions sources by 2035. Bingaman is working with the White House on a proposal. For the rest of the story click http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/161327-bingaman-unclear-if-obamas-clean-energy-standard-can-clear-committee.

Piece of Pavement Beats Presidential Limo 

And in the category of they don't make limos like they use to......

President Obama’s touring limousine, "The Beast," can reportedly take a 50-caliber round fired at close range, but it proved no match for a piece of pavement in Ireland on Monday. A steel-reinforced tire on one of the two identical limos got stuck as it attempted to roll over an exit ramp at the gates of the U.S. Embassy in Dublin. As steel contacted pavement, a loud clang was heard, the limo abruptly stopped, and crowds waiting to see Obama “ooohed.”  To see the video click http://www.nationaljournal.com/whitehouse/piece-of-pavement-beats-presidential-limo-20110523. 

