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Annual Meeting in St. Louis Start This Weekend
 

NASUCA's Annual Meeting start this weekend in St. Louis and is full of interesting panels and speakers. FERC Chair Jon Wellinghoff has committed to join NASUCA's head of office lunch at the Annual Meeting.  This has become an annual event as the Chair has joined NASUCA and the last two Annual Meetings.  As always, NASUCA and NARUC will be holding joint sessions early Monday afternoon to kick off the conference and the closing session on Wednesday.  The closing session on Wednesday, "Making Ends Meet: Ratepayers and the Recession", will feature Colorado Advocate Bill Levis and later "Mergers, Consolidation, Convergence, Capital and Consumers" will feature Massachusetts Advocate Jed Nosal. Your registration with NASUCA will allow you to attend all the NARUC meetings, sans the dinner and reception events. As with usual practice, NASUCA will not be arranging for a hotel, since all our meetings are at the NARUC Hotel (Renaissance Grand) and many members prefer staying there or are capable of getting lower government rates at nearby hotels.  There have been some changes and additions to the agenda so check out the latest version on the web at www.nasuca.org.
 

Baltimore Sun Features NASUCA President Carmody

The Baltimore Sun recently featured a long interview with NASUCA President Paula Carmody.  Click here for the full story.

http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/bs-bz-interview-paula-carmody-20111023,0,1343030.story
May 2012 Institute for Regulatory Law and Economics in Aspen, CO.

Below is information about the May 2012 Institute for Regulatory Law and Economics in Aspen, CO.  The five day course is specifically designed for state commissioners and consumer advocate.  Colorado Consumer Advocate Bill Levis attended in 2009 and one of his staffers attended last year.  They  both thought it was extremely worthwhile.  The cost to attendees is $300 with the rest provided by scholarship.  The program is sponsored by the University of Colorado Silicon Flatirons Center. If you have any question, give Bill a call.

http://www.silicon-flatirons.org/documents/initiatives/irle-7/IRLEBrochure.pdf
NERC Election

Fred Plett of the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office is running for a position as the small end user representative on the NERC Standards Committee.

A number of our NASUCA Offices are voting members of NERC, so please take a minute and vote for Fred.  Votes are due by November 18.  To vote click:

Segment 8 voting now available
Replacing Dave and Bill
Now that long-time Telecommunications Committee Chair Dave Bergmann has retired, the committee is looking for someone to step in and take over.  While no one expects the new chair to completely fill Dave's huge shoes, someone is needed to arrange the monthly meetings, be the contact for media inquiries, and arrange for the drafting and filing of comments before the FCC and proceedings in the courts.  Currently, the "gang of six", which includes Earl Poucher (FL), Denise Mann (CA), Chris White (NJ), Wayne Jortner (ME), Barrett Sheridan (PA), and Charlie Acquard, is by committee trying to fill Dave's shoes.  Also, Electricity Committee Chair Bill Fields is stepping down at the end of the year.   If you are interested in either job or have any questions, please contact Charlie.
 

New Member Share Page on Website
 

NASUCA has set up a "Member Share" page on the website.  If you have a newsletter, filing, article, or document that might be beneficial or of interest to other NASUCA members please email it to: nasuca@nasuca.org and we'll post it.
AT&T, rivals spar over deal's jobs impact

Attorney General Eric Holder said Tuesday that the Justice Department is “ready and eager” to lay out its case against the AT&T/T-Mobile deal. But AT&T and its business rivals are already going at it in the court of public opinion — and they’re both using the politically potent issue of jobs to plead their case.  AT&T has claimed its acquisition of T-Mobile would create up to 96,000 jobs, and it has pledged not to eliminate thousands more — an argument it hopes will put political pressure on regulators still deciding the fate of the deal. Foes of the deal, including Sprint and public interest groups, say the deal will actually kill jobs — and they’re demanding that TV stations stop airing commercials in which AT&T says otherwise.  For the rest of the story click http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1111/67929.html
Report faults Energy Dept. for handling of stalled electric transmission line

The Energy Department has come under criticism from its inspector general for the handling of an electric transmission line project that received $152 million of federal financing, but which the IG says has come to “a standstill, with no progress being made.” In a report issued Monday, the inspector general says that a power marketing agency within the Energy Department “had not implemented the necessary safeguards to ensure its commitment of funding was optimally protected.”  For the rest of the story click http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/report-faults-energy-dept-for-handling-of-stalled-electric-transmission-line/2011/11/06/gIQAkdpZvM_story.html
