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Senate House Committees Set

The Senate and House Committees dealing with energy and telecommunications issues have been set.  Check out links below to see who they are and if your state is represented on these important committees. If they are, please get to know these members so the consumer voice will be heard in Washington.

Senate Energy Committee

http://energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=About.Members
Senate Commerce Committee 

http://commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=CommitteeMembers
House Energy and Commerce Committee 

http://energycommerce.house.gov/about/members.shtml (Republicans)

http://democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?q=membership (Democrats)

New Member from Georgia

Georgia Watch, headed  by former Georgia PUC Commissioner Angela Speir Phelps, has applied for NASUCA Affiliate membership. Founded in 2002, Georgia Watch is the state’s leading consumer group advocating for Georgia’s citizens and families and working to give families a voice in critical public debates. Georgia Watch is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to educating Georgia consumers on the health care, insurance, utility and financial issues that impact them. Georgia Watch promotes consumer-friendly public policy and greater protections for victims of fraud, malpractice and misinformation.  Once NASUCA's Secretary certifies the information, we will be sending around an email for members to vote on the application.  For more information on Georgia Watch, click below.

http://www.georgiawatch.org/
House Telecom Subcommittee to Move Forward on USF Reform

The vice chairman of the Energy and Commerce Communications and Technology Subcommittee Rep. Lee Terry, R-Neb. said this week that he plans to move ahead with legislation that would overhaul the universal service fund, which subsidizes telecommunications in rural and high-cost areas, even though the Federal Communications Commission is moving forward on its own reform effort.  The article from National Journal is below.

http://techdailydose.nationaljournal.com/2011/01/terry-sees-role-for-congress-o.php
New Head of Office in Iowa

Attorney General Tom Miller Friday appointed Mark R. Schuling as Consumer Advocate. Schuling, 55, of Des Moines, is Director of the Iowa Department of Revenue.  Since 2005, Schuling has supervised 400 employees, has managed a $40-million budget, and has overseen the collection of more than $7.5 billion in state and local taxes annually.

Prior to his leadership of the Iowa Department of Revenue, Schuling was a practicing attorney with the Principal, Brick, Gentry, Bowers, Swartz, Stoltze, Schuling & Levis law firm in Des Moines.  Schuling has experience and expertise in federal and state tax law, utility and telecommunications matters, and general civil law.  Schuling is a former Assistant Attorney General who represented the Iowa Department of Revenue.

Schuling replaces Jennifer Easler, who has served as Acting Consumer Advocate since June 25, when former Consumer Advocate and NASUCA President John Perkins retired.  “Jennifer did a terrific job when I asked her to step into fill the vacancy, and she will continue to do exceptional work as an attorney in the Office of Consumer Advocate,” Miller said.

Senate Energy Bill Soon?

Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY), a top strategist for Senate Democrats, said Tuesday that energy legislation may come up quickly in the chamber -- comments that follow President Obama’s call for bipartisan action to greatly expand low-carbon power generation. Obama’s State of the Union speech called for generating 80 percent of the nation’s power by 2035 from “clean” sources, including renewables, nuclear power, “clean coal” and natural gas. Schumer, the vice-chairman of the Senate Democratic conference, called the proposal “great” and said energy legislation is on the agenda. "I think that is a very likely thing that will come up rather soon,” he told reporters in the Capitol after Obama’s speech. “There is good grounds for an energy bill and there is good hope for some bipartisan cooperation on it.”

Meanwhile, Senate Energy Chair Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairman Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M.) will outline his panel's legislative priorities at an event next week, the lawmaker said Tuesday. Bingaman will speak Monday at an event hosted by NDN, a think tank. There, he will outline "in general terms what issues we’re going to try to address," Bingaman said.  Executive Director Acquard has been invited to attend the event.

TURN Attorney Appointed to California PUC; Board Member to Energy Commission

Great news from California.  Mike Florio, a TURN attorney for over 30 years, has been appointed to the PUC.  Also, a member of TURN's board, Carla Peterman, was appointed to the California Energy Commission.  Below is the press release announcing the appointments,

SACRAMENTO – Governor Jerry Brown today announced the following appointments to the California Public Utilities Commission.

Mike Florio, 58, of Oakland, has been appointed to the Public Utilities Commission. He has worked as the senior attorney for The Utility Reform Network since 1978. Florio is a member of California Conference of Public Utility Counsel. He was also a member of the board of governors of the California Independent System Operator from 1997 to 2005. Florio holds a J.D. from New York University School of Law, a M.P.P. from the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University and a B.A. from Bowling Green State University. This position requires Senate confirmation and the compensation is $128,109. Florio is a Democrat.

Governor Brown also announced the following appointments to the California Energy Commission.

Carla Peterman, 32, of Oakland, has been appointed to the California Energy Commission. She is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of California, Berkeley and currently serves on the board of directors for the Utility Reform Network. Peterman has conducted extensive research on solar photovoltaic markets and climate change, including co-authoring a series of Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory publications on cost and deployment trends in the U.S. solar photovoltaic market. She has conducted research at the University of California Energy Institute at Haas since 2006 and the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory from 2008 to 2010. She was a business analyst with Isles from 2004 to 2005 and was an associate focused on energy financing in the investment banking division of Lehman Brothers from 2002 to 2004. Peterman holds a B.A. in history from Howard University and an M.S. in environmental change and management and an M.B.A. from Oxford University, where she was a Rhodes Scholar. This position requires Senate confirmation and the compensation is $128,109. Peterman is a Democrat. 

What If You Gave a Party and Nobody Came?

I think some the Tea Partiers must be pondering that question.  The first Senate Tea Party Caucus meeting held this week was a bit light on attendance.  Check out the article from the Washington Post to see who did show up -- and who didn't.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/27/AR2011012706966.html
