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The Honorable Tom Harkin



The Honorable David R. Obey
Ranking Member




Ranking Member
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Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies
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RE: Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program Funding

Dear Chairman Specter, Ranking Member Harkin, Chairman Regula, and Ranking Member Obey:  
With the Energy Information Administration (EIA) forecasting dramatic increases in the cost of energy this winter, there is an immediate need for home energy assistance for low income customers. The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) has calculated that the average low-income household will incur an average heating bill increase of $500 for the 2005-2006 winter season. In 2005, the National Energy Assistance Directors Association (NEADA) determined that all low-income households used, on average, 15% of their gross household income for energy. That fact, combined with the anticipated dramatic increase in home energy costs, poses a serious crisis for low-income customers.  Therefore, NASUCA urges Congress to appropriate Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding of at least $5.208 billion in FY 2006 with an additional $500 million for emergency contingency funding to assist low-income households in meeting the exorbitant home energy cost anticipated for the winter of 2005-2006.

LIHEAP is designed to provide funding to the states to assist low-income households in meeting the costs of home energy. The anticipated FY 2006 funding of approximately $2 billion in regular funding with no emergency contingency funding fails to even minimally compensate for the anticipated spikes in home energy costs this winter. Funding at such a level will devastate the low-income families, seniors, and disabled persons that benefit from this program. 

During NASUCA’s 2005 Annual Meeting our members passed the High Winter Energy Costs Resolution.  The resolution is attached.  This resolution outlines the high energy costs facing low income households and how they will be affected by this year’s drastic increase in energy costs. The resolution supports the CBPP’s estimate that the total minimum federal appropriation required for 2005-2006 LIHEAP is $5.208 billion.
NASUCA is committed to working with you to secure the appropriations necessary to meet this year’s unprecedented need for home energy assistance for low-income customers.  By appropriating to LIHEAP the $5.208 billion for FY 2006, with an additional $500 million for emergency funding, Congress will help ensure the critical assistance is there to help low-income customers meet the high home energy costs this winter.

Sincerely,





                Charles A. Acquard





                Executive Director
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